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GE products including allergenicity, unin-
tended effects, toxicity, functional characteris-
tics and nutrient levels.

To date, the public has been largely left out
of the biotechnology regulatory process, and
that needs to change. Consequently, I pro-
pose that the FDA conduct a public comment
period of at least 30 days once a completed
safety application is available to the public. All
studies performed by the applicant must be
made available including all data unfavorable
to the petition. The FDA should also maintain
a publicly available registry of the GE foods
for which food additives are pending or have
been approved.

When the FDA was called upon to confirm
the Taco Bell taco shell contamination for a
possible regulatory enforcement action, it was
unable to do so because it lacked the nec-
essary testing protocols. The FDA should cor-
rect this failure by immediately creating testing
protocols for all GE foods and test for potential
contamination in these foods. Until then, the
FDA cannot determine the ingredients in our
food supply, it is unlikely that the FDA can en-
sure the American public that other foods are
not contaminated.

I have also introduced a bill requiring man-
datory labeling of GE foods or foods con-
taining GE ingredients so that American con-
sumers can make informed choices about
what they are eating. Packaged foods carry
nutritional labels, drugs and medications come
with descriptions of their contents. There is no
reason that GE food should not also be la-
beled granting consumers their fundamental
right to know what is in their food.

Clearly, environmental regulations for the re-
lease of the GE organisms need to be
strengthened. Similarly, the USDA allows field
trials of all GE plants that prevent adequate
assessments of the environment risks posed
by these plants. Though genetically engi-

neered fish are predicted to be commer-
cialized by 2001, it is still unclear which agen-
cy will regulate them. The US Fish and Wild
Life Service as well as the National Marine
and Fish Service must pay a role in devel-
oping regulations for GE fish.

Finally, Congress should hold hearings on
the failure of the regulatory agencies in pro-
tecting the American public.

CONCLUSION

The controversy surrounding genetically en-
gineered food should not be a surprise to any-
one. The mechanical manipulation of genes in
the food one eats instinctively raises questions
of health and safety. We instinctively trust
farmers to grow and raise our food, but we
must question the motivation of large corpora-
tions who want to create impure food for pure
profit. When we feed our family, we don’t take
chances. If we are not sure how old the left-
overs in the back of the fridge are, we throw
them out. And as long as we are not con-
vinced that this new technology is flawless,
people should be hesitant to serve genetically
engineered food to their children. New tech-
nologies always have unforseen effects. The
American consumer does not want to be a
part of an experiment at their dinner table.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to celebrate
the one hundred and fortieth anniversary of

the establishment of the Lakeshore Avenue
Baptist Church in Oakland, California. This
milestone will be commemorated on Sunday,
November 12, 2000.

Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church was
founded in 1860 in Oakland, California, and is
a member of the American Baptist Churches.
This congregation first began as the First Bap-
tist Church of Brooklyn, California, a commu-
nity that was near Lake Merritt but is now a
part of the City of Oakland, California. Once
Brooklyn became a part of Oakland, the name
of the church changed to the Tenth Avenue
Baptist Church. Since that time, the church’s
structure was destroyed twice by fire, first in
1945 and again in 1955, but through the faith
and dedication of the congregation, the
present structure was built and dedicated in
1957 as the Lakeshore Avenue Baptist
Church.

Lakeshore is one of our most diverse con-
gregations in our community with a member-
ship of 55% African American, 40% Caucasian
and 5% Asian Americans.

Lakeshore contributes to the community in
many ways. For sixty years, they have spon-
sored one of the oldest weekday religious
radio programs. Lakeshore also worked to in-
tegrate the neighborhood surrounding the
church, founded the Lakeshore Children’s
Center (now the Children’s Peace Academy),
established a Hunger Task Force which sup-
ports hunger relief programs in the Bay Area,
assisted immigrants and refugees in settling in
Oakland, and co-founded the Oakland Coali-
tion of Congregations.

Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church is a great
source of civic pride and a valuable resource
for the community, I proudly join the church’s
members, friends and neighbors in saluting
and honoring the history and spirit of this land-
mark church.
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